
 

Maryland on display at Tate Britain 
Turner Prize-winning artist and Oscar-winning 
filmmaker Steve McQueen unveiled his new exhibition 
at Tate Britain in November, which Year 4 Maryland 
pupils feature in.  The exhibition is an installation of 
over 3,128 class photographs , which  McQueen 
describes as “a glimpse of the city’s future - a hopeful 
portrait of a generation to come.” Our current Year 4 
pupils had their photographs taken by photographers 
in McQueen’s team last year when they were in Year 3 
and these are now on display. Year 4 will visit the gallery on Tuesday 10th December to see their 
photographs and learn about the project. The exhibition is also open to the public until 3rd May 
2020. Our photos are located in Section 11.  
 

School closure!—Thursday 12th December—General Election 

Please be reminded that the school will be used as a polling station for the general election on 
Thursday 12th December and therefore we will be closed to staff and pupils on this date.  
 

This year’s annual pantomime performance ‘Cinderella’ 
On Wednesday 18th December we will welcome a professional theatre company to the school for 
our annual pantomime show for pupils of ’Cinderella’. Please could parents provide a contribution 
of £2 per child to cover the cost. When you send your contribution in, please place the money in 
an envelope, with your child’s name and class number  written on it.  
 

Introducing our new Lego Mindstorm Robot 
The school now has  a brand new Lego Mindstorm robot. Thank you to the    
not-for-profit organisation ‘Academy Achievers’ who have generously 
donated this to us. Ten lucky pupils will be attending a club to learn how to 
use computer code to program the robot. The group will then attend the 
FIRST® LEGO® League season competition organised by the Institute of 
Engineering and Technology in January , which will involve the competitors 
completing robot games and  presenting to a panel  on an innovation 
project.  After the competition, we plan to use the robot in future coding 
clubs and in Computing lessons. 
 

Hoorah—at last our Quiet Garden is finished! 

After 4 long months of waiting, the 
refurbishment of the Quiet garden is 
complete. Please take a look at the 
water feature (which lights up at 
night). The area is now a calm , safe 
place for staff and children to use, 
and of course a pleasant waiting 
area for parents. Thank you to 
Leyton Fencing & Landscaping Ltd 
for your superb work. This project 
was funded by Newham Council. 
Families are invited to think of a 
name for the new area and we will announce the winner before the end of term. 
 

Medicine in School  

This a reminder that we are only able to administer  prescribed medication in school  in 
circumstance where  the child has to have their medication 4 times a day. We have recently 
been inundated with medications that needed to be administered 3 times a day. Please be 
mindful that our school policy states: ‘If a pupil requires 3 doses of medication a day e.g. 
antibiotics, parents are advised to administer the first dose before school, the second dose after 
school and the final dose at bedtime. This way there will be no 
need to send medicine into school.’    
  

Athletics Competition  
A team of our Year 3 and 4 pupils attended a mini Olympics 
competition at Lister Community School on 11th November and 
we are delighted that they came 2nd place out of the 10 schools 
which participated!  Well done to the team for a great result! 
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Message from  
Mrs Jackson  

Headteacher 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
What a busy term it has been with lots of 
visitors, visiting artists, musicians, actors, 
scientists. 
 
Staff and Y3 pupils had science and    
history lessons under a very exciting  
DOME, the Deputy Mayor came to our 
Black History Month art exhibition along 
with other members of Newham Council. 
We have had great success as partici-
pants in sporting events Maryland is 
becoming very famous locally for its 
campaign against single use plastic—the 
latest being the move to bamboo    
toothbrushes and recyclable cardboard 
pens.  

Maryland’s educational standards are 
still rising. The latest report from our 
School Improvement Advisor states:. 
“...progress in all three subjects is well 
above average and Maryland has been 
identified as one of the top 6% in London 
for making progress between Key Stages 
1 and 2 and has been named a School for 
Success. Disadvantaged pupils are doing 
as well, if not better, than their peers in 
terms of progress and attainment.” 
(Mrs.B.Breed,  
School Improvement   Advisor) 
 
The Education Department stated that 
‘there are a lot of good things going on 
at Maryland School’ when they received 
the report on our progress.  
(Miss D.Wade) 
 
Don’t forget we are now one of the 
Mayor of London’s School for Success 
(top 6% in London) - please see our  
newly added logo at the bottom of this 
page. 

Have a merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. See you on 6th January 2020. 



Diary December 2019 & January 2020 

Christmas disco  Fri 6th Dec 6-8pm 

Year 4 visit to Tate Britain Tue 10th Dec 

Year 2 Nativity 2.15pm 

Bake & Take 3.15-4.15pm 

Wed 11th Dec  

School closed (polling day) Thur 12th Dec 

Christmas Singalong—all welcome 

Doors open at 1:45pm 

Fri 13th Dec  

Last day of term for children Wed 18th Dec 

3.15pm 

First day of the new term for staff 

and children 

Mon 6th Jan 2020 

Parents Evening & Book Fair Wed 29th Jan 3.30-

7pm 

Thur 30th Jan 3.30-

Year 6 visit to Stratford Circus Wed 29th Jan 

Please contact  Mrs Gajowska,     

Technical Manager, if you wish to 

advertise in our monthly newsletter.  

The Story of Water art project.  

Year 2 took part in ‘The Story of Water’ art workshop with professional artist Ursula Kelly.  Both classes  investigated 
where water comes from and where it goes to as part of the workshop which is a global project taking place in 
schools all over the world. The day  culminated  in three large collaborative collages that are displayed in the Infant 
hall.  
 

Japan Visit 

Maryland will be hosting a group of 20 Japanese teachers in January 2020.  They are visiting to find out about teaching 
and learning in Britain. Osaka University has had links with  Maryland since Mrs Jackson visited the city in 2014 as part 
of her research into critical thinking. The   delegation will also be visiting St Stephen’s Primary School, Sandringham 
Primary School and Kingsford Community School as well as University College London (UCL), to see the 'Budding Engi-
neer' programme. UCL worked  closely with Maryland Primary School to promote engineering and the STEM (science, 
technology, engineering/D&T and maths) subjects to primary school pupils. The project will aim to promote strong links 
with schools in Japan. We look forward to welcoming the delegation on Monday 20th January, 2020. More news to follow! 
 

Just One Tree  
Thank you to everybody for participating in our non school uniform day for ‘Just One Tree’ on November 22nd. We raised £350 for the charity.       

The money will go towards re-planting forests in  Madagascar, Haiti, Kenya and Mozambique.  

Thank You Maryland! 

Dear Mrs Jackson, Maryland School children and staff, 
 

Lots of exciting things have been happening at the orphanage! We have 
a few new children living with us now. 
Lucy came to us at 4 months old (she’s 8 months now). She’s such a  
character and she loves cuddles and toys with flashing lights and 
sounds. She’s standing now and taking steps around the furniture. She’s 
been feeding herself for a while and even tries to help feed some of the 
other  children too! 

Angel was brought to us at just a few hours old. We believe she was born 
too early because she is very small. She’s 3 months old now and doing  
really well! 
Michael 2, Eniola 7 and Gemma 5 are siblings. They have settled in so 
well and are preparing to start a new school next term. 
The toys and donation that you have given us have been great. The chil-
dren love the toys. The money has gone toward new school uniforms, 
books, school fees, nappies, new clothes, medical bills, toiletries and     
groceries. 
We want to say a BIG THANK YOU from all of us at Bright Futures Or-
phanage! 

Many Thanks 
Seraphina Lewis, Bright Futures Orphanage 

Our pupils raised funds last year for the Bright Futures children’s home 

in Nigeria in honour of  one of our parents, now deceased. We received 

the letter below which is heart warming and our very generous pupils 

will be raising funds again by supporting our Christmas Clearance Sale 

on 11th December.3..15pm.  Thank you everyone! 

Scooter Parking 

Newham Council will potentially be providing us with 

brand new scooter parking 

facilities. This has been made 

possible due to additional 

funding provided by 

Transport For London (TFL).  

This will help to  ensure that 

scooters are parked in an 

orderly fashion at all times. 

The parking is for scooters 

only, not bicycles. 


