
We Are Truly International! 

Japanese Educators Learn from Maryland 

We have been fortunate enough to host a visit by 18  

Japanese delegates who travelled 15 hours from 

Osaka. The group (University professors, primary, 

secondary and Nursery teachers along with local 

authority officers and an interpreter) spent  Monday 

20th January touring the school, observing lessons 

and received a lecture from Mrs. Jackson, our 

Headteacher, and her Senior Team.  

The group visited 3 other Newham schools and 

returned for a second visit to Maryland on Friday 24th January.  There was great excitement when 

they taught Japanese style lessons to Y5 after which they donated calligraphy sets to our school. 

The visitors were impressed with the behaviour of the children, the calm environment and our 

excellent initiatives. They were complimentary about our warm and informative welcome that 

they received from everyone at Maryland, the tasty lunch and described our school as ’GREAT!’  
 

…..AND more international visitors, this time from Australia! 

On 14th January, we hosted a visit from three teachers from a small copper mining town called 

Roxby (which is 500kms away from Adelaide in South Australia). The journey from Adelaide to 

London took them 23 hours! The purpose of their visit was to observe the teaching of our English 

phonics programme (RWI). They were impressed by the calm environment and how the children’s 

progression was clearly evident as they walked around the English groups.  
 

Technology Fair - what a success! 

Thank you to all who attended our first ever Technology Fair on January 20th. 

Our teachers demonstrated the fantastic resources that we use  in our 

exciting computing lessons. Parents tried out fun activities like electrifying a 

piano with current from bananas, coding a robot to complete a maze  as well 

as having a go with our mini robots (Bluebots), Microbits, Green screen movie 

maker and Makey Makeys. Paulette Watson , the CEO of Academy Achievers, 

was amazed by the technology opportunities on offer and said, “Maryland is 

at the cutting edge of technology”.  
 

Lego League winners 

On Saturday 25th January, eight of our Year 5 and 6 

pupils attended the First Lego League Championships 

at Chobham Academy. They competed against 

primary school teams from across Newham to code a 

Lego Mindstorm robot to complete various missions. 

The children also presented on an innovation project 

and were interviewed by a panel about their robot 

design and how they demonstrated values. We are 

delighted that Team Maryland won the prize for 

having the best robot design. Well done to all who 

took part. We are very proud! Thank you to Miss 

Khan, who has trained the pupils to achieve such a high standard.  
 

Safer Internet Day - Tuesday 11th February 

On this day we will teach children how to keep safe online. Please make sure you have regular 

discussions with your children about the websites they use.  Go to the Safer Internet web page  

(click on link below) for advice on a range of topics such as how to set filters. 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers  
 

Dress up for World Book Day - Thursday 5th March 

Pupils are invited to dress up as a book character to celebrate World 

Book Day on Thursday 5th March.  More information to follow 

about activities taking place on the day.  
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Dear Parents and Carers,  

We have had an exciting month cele-

brating our successes. Please click on 

link to read about the school’s unique 

points published by  The Education 

Space. 
 

The excitement continued when we 
hosted 18 Japanese  educators. See 
comments from Osaka University’s 
Professor Kihara below: 
First of all, I have to express my appreci-
ation of your hospitality at your school. 
All of us got so much precious infor-
mation about school development. 
Japanese teachers were able to learn 
about successful cases of school innova-
tion. Please give my best regards to 
your excellent school. 
 

On 7th February our reputation for 
innovation and research is further en-
hanced when Miss Boreham (DHT) and I 
will be delivering a lecture to schools 
from all over London at City Hall. We 
have been invited to speak due to our 
status as a School For Success (top 6% 
in London for progress). 
 

Homework club 
Unfortunately, the Tuesday homework 
club will be ending after the February 
half-term. This is due to lack of attend-
ance. Instead there will be a Year 5 
maths booster club.  

Have you checked your emails recently? 
General school correspondence will be 
sent to your email and text messages 
will be for emergency contact only.  

CONGRATULATIONS  

To Mrs Alicja Gajowska 
on the birth of her baby 
boy Ernest. Born on 
30th January 2020 
weighing in at 8.5lbs 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers
https://issuu.com/npwschoolservices/docs/the_education_space_-_newsletter_2019_-_issue_27?fr=sYzNlMDMwNTU2Nw
https://issuu.com/npwschoolservices/docs/the_education_space_-_newsletter_2019_-_issue_27?fr=sYzNlMDMwNTU2Nw


Diary February/March 2020 

Safer Internet Day  Tue 11th Feb  

Half term break - school closed 

Holiday clubs run by WrightEd and 

King Coaching - bookable only 

Mon 17th Feb - 

Fri 21st Feb 

Educational visits week 
Mon 24th Feb - 

Fri 28th Feb 

Year 3 Museum of London visit Mon 24th Feb 

Year 1 Discover Centre visit 

Eco warriors trip 
Tue 25th Feb 

Year 2 Monument visit Wed 26th Feb 

World Book Day Thurs 5th March 

Assessment week  Mon 9th - Fri 13th March  

Inspirational Maths Week 

Do you remember our September parents’ presentation We Love Maths? 

There was a  big emphasis on problem solving in Maths last month with all pupils taking part in 

Inspirational Maths Week. During this week of  fun problem solving, pupils definitely developed a 

positive growth mindset in Maths and learned that problems can be approached in lots of differ-

ent ways. Four of our amazing pupils took their problem solving skills a step further by attending a 

Maths competition at Explore Learning in Ilford. They had to independently tackle a unique, never 

seen before problem.  The judges praised their fantastic team work and explanation skills! Well 

done, children! 
 

Fizz Pop Science Club 

We are pleased that Fizz Pop Science Club is returning again this year. This exciting, hands on sci-

ence club for Years 1-6 will take place on Mondays for 5 weeks beginning on Monday 24th Febru-

ary. The club will be introduced in a special science assembly with the club organiser on 7th Feb-

ruary. Look out for letters coming home soon!  
 

Safety Reminder regarding Birthday Treats: No Cake Please! 

Children may bring sweets, preferably individually wrapped chocolates, to share with friends. No cakes please due to a range of allergies 

prevalent in our school community, especially nuts.  
 

Stratford Circus Trip 

On the 29th January, Year 6 attended Stratford Circus Arts Centre to watch a retelling of Antoine de Saint Exupery’s ‘The Little Prince’. They 

were transported to the world of The Little Prince with puppetry, music of North African heritage. The  children learned about the          

importance of doing what we can to protect our natural world and the true meaning of friendship.  
 

Website - www.maryland.newham.sch.uk  

Have you been on our website recently? We have updated it to make it more informative and to celebrate our successes at Maryland! 

Please take a look if you haven’t already done so. Can you spot the 6 Maryland values? (they have also appeared in the Junior playground).  
 

Survey - your voice counts! 

Have you completed our annual parents and carers survey yet? Your opinions are extremely valuable because they help us to understand 

what we are doing well and what areas we can improve. If you haven’t already completed the survey via a link sent on Parentmail or at 

Parent’s Evening, please click here to access the survey. The survey will close on Friday 7th February.  We will update you on the results of 

the survey in next month’s newsletter.  
 
 

King Coaching Holiday Club (Ofsted Registered) Monday 17th-Friday 21st February  

We are running a holiday club this half term break. Your children will enjoy a range of exciting activities including sports training and      

strategy games. Cost £18.50 per day including breakfast/tea time meals. Full week and sibling discount offers available.  

Contact Miss King: 07960 890 304 

What do our pupils think of 

Maryland? 

We asked our pupils to let us know which words best describe 

what Maryland Primary School is like and have collated the   

responses in this word cloud. We are delighted that pupils have 

such a positive experience! 

Please contact  Mrs Ansary ,       

Technical Manager, if you wish to     

advertise in our monthly newsletter.  

https://maryland.newham.sch.uk/
https://forms.gle/LYL6vYibXmco1smp9

